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How International Mega Sports Events Shape National Identity:
A Case Study of the Hangzhou Asian Games from a Ritual Perspective

LUO Lianghu, CHANG Ge

Abstract: International mega sports events are not only competitions of athletic prowess, but also important arenas
for building national identity. Characterized by their periodicity, repetitiveness, performance and cohesiveness,
international mega sports events can be considered a unique form of ritualistic activity. The Hangzhou Asian
Games mobilize pre-event enthusiasm through the creation of an atmosphere and the awakening of memories
associated with sports event rituals, laying the groundwork for national identity construction. The construction of
sports event ritual spaces and venues showcases the nation's presence, while the opening and closing ceremonies,
as well as the award ceremonies, shape the national image and display national strength. The spread of modern
media technology expands the temporal and spatial boundaries of sports event rituals, promoting the significance of
these events through the portrayal of sports figures and the construction and dissemination of media discourse,
thereby enhancing public emotional resonance and national identity.

Keywords: international mega sports event; Hangzhou Asian Games; sports ritual; national identity
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An Empirical Test on Effect of Digital Technique Empowering the Development of
Public Sports Service

ZHANG Yehan, CHEN Jialiang, LI Hai, WU Yin

Abstract: Digital technique is the key force and important embodiment of new productivity to empower public
sports service. Based on the data from 2014 to 2020 across 30 China provinces (excluding Hong Kong, Macao,
Taiwan, and Xizang), a two-way fixed effects model and a dynamic threshold regression model are employed to
empirically examine the relationship among the digital technique, government governance ability and the
development of public sports service. It is found that, from direct effect verification, the digital technique has a
significantly positive effect on the development of public sports service, and the conclusion is still valid after
taking endogenous variables and robustness tests into account. And the threshold effect shows that the digital
technique significantly and positively promotes public sports service with marginal diminishing effect.
Additionally, from a regional perspective, the digital technique has a more pronounced promoting effect on public
sports service development in the western regions compared to the other regions. The verification of intermediary
effect shows that improving government governance capability is an important mechanism for the influence of
digital technique on the development of public sports service. Feasible suggestions are hence proposed for
promoting the deep integration of the digital technique and public sports service, and advancing the high-quality
development of public sports service across different regions of China.

Keywords: digital technique; development of public sports service; government governance capacity; two-way
fixed effects model; dynamic threshold regression model; mediating effect
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